
  



Sunday, March 22 
 
Reclaiming the Truth 
 
“Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story.” Psalm 107.2  
  
Redeeming the Time 
 
Now is the time. Now is the time to tell the redemption story. Now is the time to point people to 
God’s Great Love Story.  
 
In the midst of all of this uncertainty and fear, at a time when people are being confronted with 
some really important questions and searching for answers that satisfy, now is the time for the 
redemption song to be sung.  
 
There is no greater time to be the Church than today.  
 
In Scripture, we see God choosing a people whom He will make His own. A people who have 
become enslaved and forgotten. A people who were broken and dismembered. God speaks to 
Moses about His redemption story.  
 
“ The Lord said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying 
out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come 
down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a 
good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the Israelites has reached 
me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.’” Exodus 3.7-10.  
 
You probably know the rest of the story. You can read more about it in Exodus 12 & 
Deuteronomy 6. Redemption would happen, but it would come with a cost. A price had to be 
paid. The Passover lamb was slain, blood was shed, freedom was bought.  
 
Your freedom and mine was bought through the shed blood of Jesus, our Passover Lamb. “In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 
riches of God’s grace.” Ephesians 1.7 
 
Our world is desperately searching. You and I have the answer. Let’s tell the story.  
 
Reflection 
 
• What does this text show me about the loveliness of God?  
• What is it about God in this text that calls for my love for him?  
• What does this text show me about people and about what love requires of me on their 

behalf?  



• As one who has been shown mercy and love from God, what empowerment from Him do I 
need to overcome my obstacles to love?  

• What about the love of God in Jesus gives me hope and provision for my own lovelessness? 
• What does this text show me about people and about what love requires of me on their 

behalf?  
• What does it look like to rest and receive in His redemptive love today?  
 
Resting in His Redemption 
 
Write a prayer of thanksgiving in response to His redemptive love.  



Monday, March 23 
 
Reclaiming the Truth 
 
“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 
riches of God’s grace.” Ephesians 1.7 
 
Redeeming the Time 
 
One way the Israelites were reminded of God’s Great Love Story was through special meals that 
were full of symbolic food, prayers, story and song.  
 
During the Passover feast, Jews often sing the “Dayenu.” Dayenu is a Hebrew word that means, 
“It would have been enough.” 
 
They would sing a line and then respond, “It would have been enough.” There are 15 lines of the 
song. Each line highlights a gift of God. And after each line is sung, everyone at the table would 
respond, “It would have been enough.” As if to say, if nothing else, if God hadn’t done anything 
else, the very first act would have been enough.  
 
Five Stanzas of Leaving Slavery  
1) If He had brought us out of Egypt. 

“It would have been enough.”  
 

2) If He had executed justice upon the Egyptians. 
 “It would have been enough.”  
 
3) If He had executed justice upon their gods.    

“It would have been enough.”  
 

4) If He had slain their first-born.             
 “It would have been enough.”  
 

5) If He had given to us their health and wealth. 
“It would have been enough.”  

 
Five Stanzas of Miracles 
6) If He had split the sea for us.   

“It would have been enough.”  
 

7) If He had led us through on dry land.   
“It would have been enough.”  
 

8) If He had drowned our oppressors.   
“It would have been enough.”  



9) If He had provided for our needs in the wilderness for 40 years. 
“It would have been enough.”  
 

10) If He had fed us manna. 
“It would have been enough.”  

 
 
Five Stanzas of Being with God 
11) If He had given us Shabbat.   

“It would have been enough.”  
 

12) If He had led us to Mount Sinai.   
“It would have been enough.”  
 

13) If He had given us the Torah.   
“It would have been enough.”  
 

14) If He had brought us into the Land of Israel.     
“It would have been enough.”  
 

15) If He built the Temple for us. 
 “It would have been enough.”  
 
Reflection  
 
• What is enough for you?  
• What if things don’t go back to normal? 
• \What if you don’t get back to school? 
• What if wages continue to be cut and you can’t provide like you want to, or at all? 
• What if you get sick? 
• What is enough for you? When everything is stripped away and you are left with your 

questions, what one answer is enough? Is redemption enough? 
 
Resting in His Redemption 
 
The verse we began this devotion with today is found in the middle of some indescribably 
beautiful truths in Ephesians 1. We’ll read those truths here believing even one would be enough. 
Then, we’ll personalize these truths by writing your name in the blanks. Rest and receive His 
redemption today.  
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the 
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to 
sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his 
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have 



redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the 
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into 
effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth 
under Christ. 
 
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to 
put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in 
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, 
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” 
 
Ephesians 1.3-14 (personalized) 
 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed __________in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.   
 
For He chose __________ in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 
His sight.  
 
In love, He predestined __________for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance 
with His pleasure and will— to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given 
__________in the One He loves. 
 
In Him, __________ has redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace that He lavished on __________.  
 
With all wisdom and understanding, He made known to __________ the mystery of His will 
according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the 
times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
 
In Him ,__________ is chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first to 
put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory.   
 
And __________ was also included in Christ when she heard the message of truth, the gospel of 
her salvation. When __________ believed, she was marked in Him with a seal, the promised 
Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing __________ inheritance until the redemption of those 
who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory. 
 
 
 



Tuesday, March 24 
 
Reclaiming the Truth 
 
“The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from 
the angel’s hand. Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on 
the earth and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake.” 
Revelation 8.4-5 
 
Redeeming the Time 
 
Something happens when God’s people pray. Something happens that wouldn’t happen if we 
didn’t pray. When John the Revelator is transported to heaven, he is stunned by what he 
witnesses. There, together on the altar, are heavenly incense and the prayers of all God’s people. 
Check this out: “The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up 
before God from the angel’s hand.” 
 
When the COVID-19 hit Singapore, the Church responded immediately. The Church called on 
all Christians to pray. The created a prayer initiative called COVID – 19:00. The Church in 
Singapore believed their prayers mattered so deeply to the heart of God, that every day at 19:00 
they would pause and pray. The Church in Singapore believed their prayers would go up before 
God and be interlaced with the fragrance of God; mixed with the fire from the altar and then 
thrown down to earth. The Church in Singapore believed the spiritual nature of their prayers are 
brought before the throne of God, mixed into the will of God, and then hurled back to the earth. 
They believe their prayers matter.  They believe their prayers make a difference in the heavenly 
realm and ultimately work themselves out in our material world.  
 
We want to invite you to participate in this same kind of prayer. We want to invite you and your 
family to pause and pray daily at 19:00 (7:00 p.m.). And then as long as we are able, walk 
through your neighborhood and pray for your neighbors and the nations. Pray for healing, 
wholeness and holiness.  
 
As you pray, know you are being joined by churches all across the country and in our world. At 
this writing, churches from Kenya, Ethiopia, North Africa, England, New Zealand, Cambodia, 
Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Spain, Peru, Australia and the Middle East have agreed to join us 
as we pray.  
 
Let it begin in me. Right here, Jesus. Right now, Jesus.  
 
Reflection 
 
• What do you really believe about prayer? Does it really make a difference?  
• When have you seen God at work through the prayers of His people? 
• When have you been disappointed by not receiving what you asked? 
 



Resting in His Redemption 
 
Rest and receive the prayer of Jesus as recorded in John 17.  
 
“After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
 
‘Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted 
him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now 
this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 
sent. I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now, 
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
 
‘I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 
them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me 
comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew 
with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not 
praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, 
and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no 
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the 
power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was 
with them, I protected them and kept them safe by[ that name you gave me. None has been 
lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
 
 ‘I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may 
have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into 
the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 
 
‘My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they 
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 
 
‘Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you 
have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order 
that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.'” 
 
 
 



Wednesday, March 25 
 
Reclaiming the Truth 
 
“God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in our time of trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
though it’s waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble its tumult. Selah” 

- Psalm 46.1-3 (NSRV) 
 
Redeeming the Time 
 
There was no fear in the Garden. There was only peace. Fear happens because of brokenness. 
When Adam and Eve sinned, they hid. It happened like this. 
 
  But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
 

He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
 
Fear is a primary response in our world. Fear comes. It happens, and it’s okay. What’s not okay 
is to be motivated by fear or paralyzed by fear. We “fear not” because our God is “with us.” The 
central promise of the Bible is that God is with us. When fear comes, and it will come, let’s 
remind ourselves and each other our God is with us. Our God is here.  
 
Jesus said “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your life? 
 
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor 
or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If 
that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all 
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 
Matthew 6.25-34 
 
Just before Jesus ascends to heaven to be with His Father, He encourages His little band of world 
changers with one last truth, “…And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28.18) 
 



Let’s fear not and worry not. Our God is with us.  
 
Reflection 
 
• How are you really feeling about all that is going on in our world? 
• If you feel fear, what are you afraid of? 
• How do you need God to be your refuge and strength today?  
 
Resting in His Redemption 
 
Today we’ll pray along with Mark Roberts. Rest and receive – His presence is with you.  
 
Gracious God, today I am profoundly aware of how much I need you. And I am profoundly 
grateful for the fact that you are there for me. You are not just available, but very present, a very 
present help in trouble. Thank you! 
 
Fear seems to be everywhere right now, Lord: fear of disease, fear of death, fear of other people, 
fear of disruption, fear of economic ruin, fear of the loss of life as we know it. Without you, fear 
may well make sense. But if you are our refuge and strength, if you are our very present help, 
then we will not let fear overwhelm us. O Lord, may the truth of who you are keep our hearts 
from fear. 
 
Today, Lord, we pray for leaders in business and government, in schools and churches, in 
families and neighborhoods. May they turn to you for strength and wisdom. May they have the 
courage to make difficult decisions for the sake of those they serve. 
 
I pray especially for those who will read this devotion, that you might make yourself known to 
them right now. May they be reassured that you are their refuge and strength, that you are with 
them in this time of crisis, and forever. Guide them in their decisions. Help them to see what they 
need to see and bless them with your peace. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, March 26 
 
Reclaiming the Truth 
 

“This, then, is how you should pray: 
 

‘Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,      
on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts,            

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation,             

but deliver us from the evil one.’” 
- Matthew 6.9-13 

 
Redeeming the Time 
 
What do we pray for in a season like the one we are living? How do we know what to pray or 
what to say? When Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, He taught them to pray communally. 
Notice the plurality in His prayer.  
  

‘Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,      
on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts,            

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation,             

but deliver us from the evil one.’” 
 
Our relationship with Jesus is personal; it’s never private. Love is never self-seeking, self-
protecting, or self-serving. Love is always for the sake of others. In this season of scarcity and 
individualism, the Church intercedes communally. We pray together for each other. We pray “on 
earth as it is in heaven.” Not just for me and my family, but for us and His Family.  
 
One of the most beautiful passages of Scripture that describes the early church is Acts 4.34. 
“… there were no needy persons among them.” Let’s be a church that is, “in Christ for the sake 
of the world.” Let’s engage the people around us, seeking out places where we can bless those 
who feel cursed, touching the wounds of the sick and inviting in the stranger.  
 



Paul writes to the little church in Galatia, “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love.” (Galatians 6.5) 
 
Reflection 
 
• When thinking about the Lord’s prayer, how often do you view it communally?  
• What is your greatest temptation to make/keep your faith private? 
• Love is never self-seeking. What’s one way you can fully love another today?  
 
Resting in His Redemption 
 
Today we’ll pray along with Ted Loder. Rest and receive – His presence is with us.  
 
Lord,  
plunge me deep into a sense of sadness  
at the pain of my sisters and brothers         
inflicted by war,                
prejudice,                     
injustice,                            
indifference,  
that I may learn again to cry as a child  
until my tears baptize me  
into a person who touches with care  
those I now touch in prayer:        
victims of violence              
of greed,                     
of addictions;        
prisoners in ghettos,              
in old age,                    
in sexism;        
people with broken bodies,              
with broken hearts,                     
with broken lives,  
whom I remember now in silence before you  
because I have too often forgotten them  
in the shuffle of my fretful busy-ness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday, March 27 
 
Reclaiming the Truth  
 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus…And the God of 
peace will be with you.” - Philippians 4.6-7, 9. 
 
Redeeming the Time  
 
Our God is the God of peace. Scripture says our God has a monopoly on three things. He is the 
God of all grace, the God of all comfort and He is the God of peace. And Paul reminds us again 
of the central promise of the Bible, “the God of all peace will be with you.”  
 
Is it possible not to be anxious? Forget counter initiative, this seems impossible. Yet a closer 
examination of the text helps us see that anxiousness will come, and yet in God’s great love for 
us, He gives us direction on how to deal with it.  
 
God does not condemn us for getting anxious. He doesn’t kick us off the team because we get 
anxious. He doesn’t even say we are unspiritual because we get anxious, rather He teaches us 
how to deal with all of life, not just things that make us anxious.  “In every situation….” Not just 
in the things that make us anxious, or the things that make us worry, or make us weary, or make 
us lonely, or make us empty, or make us wonder, or make us wander, but in every situation, “by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.”  
 
We have a loving Father who wants to hear the cries of our hearts. He wants us to come to Him 
with every situation, never wanting us to deal with life alone. He invites us to bring all of our 
heaviness and our hope to Him, and notice what He says, “His peace, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
The action of bringing our whole hearts to God actually protects and shields our hearts and 
minds. As we bring our hearts to God, His Presence brings us peace.  
 
Notice what this passage doesn’t say. It doesn’t say all of the things that make us anxious will be 
banished. It doesn’t say we won’t worry again or fear again. It says the God of peace will be with 
us - He will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. He will do it. We can trust Him. He will 
do it. He is our God of peace and He is with us.  
 
Reflection 
 
• When have you most recently experienced the God of peace?  
• What in the last week has caused you to be anxious? How did you entrust this situation to 

God through prayer? 
• In your own words, describe God’s peace. With whom could you share His peace today. 



 
Resting in His Redemption 
 
Jesus is preparing His disciples for the cross, for His resurrection, and ultimately for His 
ascension. He reminds them of His peace. Rest and receive - take heart - today.  
 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” - John 16.33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday, March 28 
 
Singing the Redemption Song – Isaiah 43.1-13 
 
But now, this is what the Lord says—      
he who created you, Jacob,      
he who formed you, Israel:  
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;      
I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 
  
When you pass through the waters,      
I will be with you;  
and when you pass through the rivers,     
they will not sweep over you.  
When you walk through the fire,      
you will not be burned;      
the flames will not set you ablaze. 
 
For I am the Lord your God,      
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;  
I give Egypt for your ransom,      
Cush and Seba in your stead. 
 
Since you are precious and honored in my sight,      
and because I love you,  
I will give people in exchange for you,      
nations in exchange for your life. 
  
Do not be afraid, for I am with you;      
I will bring your children from the east      
and gather you from the west. 
  
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’     
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’  
Bring my sons from afar      
and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 
  
everyone who is called by my name,      
whom I created for my glory,      
whom I formed and made.” 
  
Lead out those who have eyes but are blind,      
who have ears but are deaf. 



  
All the nations gather together      
and the peoples assemble.  
Which of their gods foretold this      
and proclaimed to us the former things?  
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right,      
so that others may hear and say, “It is true.” 
  
“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord,      
“and my servant whom I have chosen,  
so that you may know and believe me      
and understand that I am he.  
Before me no god was formed,      
nor will there be one after me. 
 
I, even I, am the Lord,      
and apart from me there is no savior. 
  
I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—      
I, and not some foreign god among you.  
You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God. 
  
Yes, and from ancient days I am he.  
No one can deliver out of my hand.      
When I act, who can reverse it?” 
  
 
Celebrating Redemption  
 
Each Saturday, we celebrate a redemption story of someone in our Faith Family. Today we 
celebrate God’s redemption in the life of Kaitlyn Whitner.You can watch her story here:  
https://vimeo.com/293831131 
 
Reflection 
 
• Where specifically do you see God at work in Kaitlyn’s story? 
• How do you see God at work in your story today?  
• Where are you currently celebrating redemption? 
 
Kaitlyn talks about the necessity of giving up control and the struggle to do so. Kaitlyn 
referenced her baptism as one primary way of giving up control to God and trusting Him with 
every bit of her life.  
 



Kaitlyn’s small group leader, Courtney Krebs, blessed Kaitlyn with the truth of God’s Word. 
Rest and receive His Word that it might be true in you.  
 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.” - Matthew 5.14-16 


